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Today, we proudly gather to honor and congratulate our 2021 graduates 
for their steadfast dedication, achievements and successes during this 
difficult time.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I welcome you to this hybrid 
ceremony, during which we honor degree, certificate, GED or High 
School diploma recipients.

Each year, more than 700 students complete their education at the college 
and move on to careers in their chosen fields. Annually, we serve nearly 
3,000 career training students and 5,000 more community members in 
programs such as Continuing Education, Child Studies, Technical High 
School, and others.

We are honored to host U.S. Representative Derek Kilmer as our keynote speaker. Retiring faculty member 
Art Cutting will serve as faculty speaker, and Software Development program graduate Joshua Morvant 
will represent the class of 2021 as student speaker.

Thank you for joining us in this hybrid setting as we share in the celebration of achievements and successes 
of our graduates.

Dr. Lin Zhou
President

WELCOME

Board of Trustees
Heather Moss, Chair
Florence Chang, Vice Chair
Layne Bladow
Christina Blocker
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Welcome
Steve Ashpole, Vice President
Student Services

Pledge of Allegiance
Breanna Rohde, Vice President
Associated Student Government

Faculty Speaker
Art Cutting, Faculty
Biomedical Service Technician: Entry Level and 
Electronic Equipment Service Technician

Student Speaker
Joshua Morvant, Graduate
Software Development 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker
Dr. Lin Zhou, President
Bates Technical College

Commencement Address 
Derek Kilmer, U.S. Representative
State of Washington, 6th District

Presentation of Awards
Dr. Lin Zhou, President
Bates Technical College

Certification of Graduates
Valerie Martinez, Vice President
Instruction

Presentation of Graduates 
Heather Moss, Chair 
Board of Trustees

Closing
Steve Ashpole, Vice President
Student Services

PROGRAM

Graduates wear traditional academic attire during the 
commencement ceremony. Official Bates Technical College 
regalia includes a gown, cap, and tassel. 

Graduates wear a blue tassel. The gown color identifies the 
college’s color. Graduates who are veterans add red, white and 
blue honor cords to their commencement regalia.

Faculty and staff gowns, hoods, and caps also offer symbolism. 

For all degrees, the mortarboard is the traditional cap, with a 
tassel hanging to the left side. 

Honors
Graduates who wear a gold stole along with a blue and gold 
honor cord are members of Phi Theta Kappa honor society. 

These graduates also wear a gold tassel and a key medallion 
suspended from a royal blue cord. The color gold signifies 
purity, and the color blue denotes scholarship. 

In this program, a caret (^) symbol will appear after the names 
of the graduates who are members of the PTK honor society.

Veteran Recognition and Challenge Coin
The college awards a unique Challenge Coin to welcome 
veteran students to the college; to assist transitioning students 
with the change from military to civilian life; to signify veteran 
achievements; and to honor veterans for their college-related 
work.  

At the discretion of the Bates Technical College President 
and the Veterans Committee, the coin is awarded for special 
recognition of achievements, including graduation from Bates. 

The heavy double-sided medallion displays the college’s bobcat 
mascot, digital camouflage, the American flag, and silhouettes 
of a female and male member of the armed forces. 

In this program, an asterisk (*) symbol will appear after the 
names of the graduates who indicated veteran status on their 
commencement application.

ACADEMIC ATTIRE
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Keynote Speaker, U.S. Representative Derek Kilmer

Derek Kilmer serves as the United States Representative of Washington’s 6th Congressional 
District. With over a decade of experience working in economic development in the Puget Sound 
region, Derek has a strong record as a problem solver for Washington families and he’s been 
recognized by veterans’ organizations for his support of our troops, their families, and those who 
have served. 

As the dad of two girls, he is working to make sure all our children receive a quality education. 
He is committed to honoring our promises to seniors by protecting Social Security and 
Medicare. Derek grew up on the Olympic Peninsula and has worked to promote local economic 
development and to be responsible stewards of our natural resources. Born and raised in Port 
Angeles, Derek saw firsthand how the region’s economy has struggled, and the impact that has 
had on families and communities. 

The son of two schoolteachers, Derek was taught to appreciate the value of education. He received a BA from Princeton 
University’s School of Public and International Affairs and earned a doctorate from the University of Oxford in England.

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS AND SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Faculty Speaker, Art Cutting 

Retiring faculty member Art Cutting earned his diploma at Bates during the early ‘70s as a high 
school student in the welding program. After high school graduation, he returned and enrolled 
in the TV repair program. Art worked in consumer electronics and appliance repair and around 
1990, he taught electronics part time at another technical college. He also served as a substitute for 
other instructors at Bates. In 1993, he began teaching the TV repair program at Bates, and in the 
past dozen years, his program evolved into the biomedical engineering program. Art shared that 
some of his biggest achievements during his time at Bates was being awarded educator of the year 
and graduating imaging X-ray support training with Hologic, a medical imaging company.

Student Speaker, Joshua Morvant

Software Development graduate Joshua Morvant enrolled in 2019 after earning his GED from 
the REACH Center. He learned of the college through his academic advisor there. Since an early 
age, Joshua had an affinity for technology, gaming, and game creation and development. He is 
excited to graduate and is eager to transfer into the University of Washington Tacoma to continue 
his studies as a Computer Science Systems major. Joshua’s ultimate goal is to become a Software 
Engineer, helping businesses prepare for the future of technology and help in other creative 
endeavors.
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Special Acknowledgements 

For their special contributions today’s commencement 
ceremony, Bates Technical College would like to 
acknowledge and thank:

•	 Congressman Derek Kilmer, U.S. 
Representative

•	 Board of Trustees
•	 Jeff Axtman 
•	 Art Cutting
•	 Branson Gustafson
•	 Phil Kane
•	 Joshua Morvant
•	 Roland Robinson
•	 Breanna Rohde
•	 Ken Witkoe 

•	 Steve Ashpole 
•	 Andra Battisti 
•	 Dionne Bonner  
•	 Karey Bryson 
•	 Megan Burke 
•	 Campus Public Safety 
•	 Facilities 
•	 Fire Service Program
•	 Angie Henderson
•	 Juliette Kern  
•	 Chelsea Lindquist 
•	 Sharon Netter  
•	 Breanna Rohde
•	 Rhonda Sample  
•	 Robin Stanton  
•	 Yifan Sun 
•	 Kimberly Towne 
•	 Bob Traufler

Commencement Committee and Event Support
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Accounting
Sherneka M Caron ^
Susan Partain

Administrative Medical 
Assistant
Azucena Alejo-Verduzco
Juan T Ponce
Borain R Sambath

Administrative Office 
Assistant
Jenae McCabe

Architectural Woodworking/
Cabinet Making Technology
Jack M Spitzer

Autobody Rebuilding  
and Refinishing
Jorge Escobar
Kash Kistler
Kaitlyn M Martin

Automotive Technology
Robyn L Barnett
Emmanuel Berumen ^
Brandalyn S Flanagan
Jose Rafael Moreno
Elder A Rodas
Bartly R Webster

Barber
Shane R Flauding
Gene T Sulton

Biomedical Service 
Technician: Clinical 
Engineering and Electrical 
Engineering Technology
Mario A Anzaldo  
Sasheta Green
Boricamarack J Pheng ^

Carpentry
Cedric A Brooks *

Certified Medical Assistant
Virginia H Gonzales
Tiaira A Hunter
Cherl A McClain
Aimee Marie Poeppelmeier

Civil and Environmental 
Engineering Technology
Brian E Dalton
David Dobyns *
Maxim V Fedorets

CNC Machinist
Stefan Eisenbeis

Culinary Arts
Ron Patterson
Willie H Plummer * ^
Erick Than

Cybersecurity
Marcus T Antush

Dental Assistant
Jordan E Bates
Chloe J Coragiulo
Naomi C Goforth
Janifer Anne I Grace *
Rosamaria Hernandez-Gaspar
Kelly L Johnson
Tabitha D O’Neal
Paulina Pedro-Hernandez
Angela R Pepe
Payten L Peterson

Dental Lab Technician
Graham H Babbit ^
Lilly T Le ^

Denturist
Mystique S Chandler
Pavel V Nyukeyev

Diesel and Heavy Equipment 
Technology
Jacob J David
Gavin G Hall
Christopher Lackey
Antonio Lee
Daniel Y Lutsyuk
James M Porto
Casey K Robinson ^

Digital Media
Janelle P Ashford ^
Addison J Kelly ^
Clarence J Williams ^ 

Early Childhood Education
Brenda Aguilera-Salas
Brittaney E Allen
Christi R Armstrong
Shanika Bailey
Choice O Balogun
Erica L Bielstein
Reylynn J Boggs
Angela D Boggs
Linda K Bowman
Melissa D Briggs

C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

Early Childhood Education 
Rachael M Burke
Rebekah L Carrillo
Misoon Choi
Kelly C Crape
Janelle Monica Crawford
Alexandra De Mont
Angela M Entz
Amelia K Fuller
Kimberly E Fultz
Deanna Gates
Celeste J Gonzalez
Vivian E Gotay
Jaime R Hammond
Thera L Hart
Jeanine Holcomb
Joanna D Hoyt
Allison J Huddleston
Christina E Hurlbert
Gisela H Isler
Trishena L Jett
Karen R Johnson
Shataja Jones
Vanda K Jones
Tihane K Kelley
Junghyun Kim
Kwang Y Kim
Rene S Kloiber
Shawnee M Kraften
Michelle Kuhn
Dawn M Laroche
Chong Y Lee
Kristi R Lewis
Valerie Z Manzon
Jessica Martinez
Amanda C McKee
Julisa Medina Cardena
Rhondalene Meridieth
Brittany Mitchem
Tina M Moncrease
Will C Moncrease Jr * ^
Patricia Montes
Veronica Mora
Annastasia Myers
Naomi A Norwood ^
Miesha E Olsson
Krysta Ostenson
Merlin Perez De Melara
Catherine H Pope
Laureen Redinger
Maria L Santana
Carol M Saucedo
Melanie J Shay
Siamak Soroor
Tanya L Thomas
Elisabeth Thompson
Achara Thongpan

Early Childhood Education
Precious Tremaine
Neha K Wadhwana
Jana L West
Vanesa Zapata-Gonzales

Electrical Construction
Stacey Ambeau
Nathanial T Booker
Robert L Harris * ^
John Jacob Janssen ^
Wesley A Martinez
Cecelia A Myers
Javier I Rodriguez
Samuel Ruiz *
Ricky Smith
Jose M Vargas

Electrical Engineering 
Technology
Nevel I Duong
Casey J Johnson
Jonathan E Nino
Kaiulani Osorio-Sawka
Blake Parsons
Evan R Skaar
Robert J Sutton

Electronic Communications 
Systems Technology
Charles W Freeburg
Nickolas Horsley *
Ian Karnas

Facilities Maintenance 
Engineer
Kevin C Jones
Tsitohai Ramiarinjaona
Kevin P Twichel

HVAC/R
Robert R Cutrell
Alek I Dimov
Barrett S Kaczor
Dennis A Kukhar
David Kukosh
Victor A Kurkov
William H Reese
Gagandeep Samra
Ruben Zalutskiy

Industrial Robotics and 
Electronics Technician
Devon S Nagy
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Marketing and Business 
Management
Sashi L Brown
Christopher Z Thompson

Mechanical Engineering 
Technology
Martin L Iverson
Seth J Lovins
Daniel S Otrokh

Occupational Therapy 
Assistant
Abegail T Camba * ^
Kiah D Chestang ^
Jinwook Kim
Theresa L Magladry
Abby L Phair

Phlebotomy
Tynnetta M Stumvoll
Melody A Sorensen

Practical Nurse  
Tewabech Awraris
Amber G Barber
Alohilani Barrera
Benita K Biester
Andrea Borja
Bailey M Bowdish
Colleen C Bowen
Christina M Bowers
Nichole R Brooks
William D Burns
Jessica D Canonizado
Randaya L Cheeseman
Tierza C Cobb
Laken N Daniels
Daleisha L Denson
Megan E Douglas
Rochelle J Fernandus
Vazna Ghobadighadikola
Trevor A Goodrich
Nhi Ha
Sarah L Hagen
Marie J Harvey
Rebekah G Hentges
Tristan D Hicks
Crystal C Hoke
Grace A Hughey
Isabel Iraheta ^
Samantha K Jemison
Christina M Johnson
Jamela N Jones
Inga V Jordan
Rahma S Kahelo
Rebecca N Kamau

Practical Nurse
Randeep Kaur
Jessica E Kowalski
Neha Kushan
Anh-Thu T Le
Fernando L Libor
Ahlia J Lott
Shawna V Love
Yekaterina G Lukyanova
Emily L McAllister
Hannah N W Merritt
Amrita Mongar
Michelle Nguyen
Kathleen M Odmark
Sarah Olives
Anna V Petrik
Jhoana Phipps
Sinoun Prom
Anisa A Rabi ^
Alla T Sabadash
Sarah D Sawatzky
Hani Sheikh
Ji Shin
Malis Srey
Gabrielle M Stewart
Ticey T Strong
Huyana M Tougaw
Jaclyn Turpening
Mike J Valdez
Carme Vernon-Wentworth
Emily A Vincent
Tatyana Vysotskiy
Angela W Waiguru
Shaylah A Waldrop
Agnes Wanjiku
Gaberielle J Weiler
Paige E Willis
Stephanie A Wise
Nicole K Wolfs
Netsanet A Yihune

Sheet Metal Technology
Tori M Bamford	
Jerry R Brooks Jr
Christopher T Manley	
Ethannoah F Marinko	
Crystal B Vermillion	

Software Development
Sunday J Funkhouser ^
Jaedi R Litman ^
Jean M Mattson ^
Joshua M Morvant
John M Paine
Tyler Smith
Tyane V Steward

High School Diploma
Marcus T Antush
Emmanuel Berumen ^
Nathanial T Booker
Ernestine M Cash
Peyton Cooper
Daniel K Hammond
Tiaira A Hunter
Jennifer Leach
Daniel Lima-Ramos
Benjamin Maine
Chalaan M Mitchell
John M Paine
Raylyn L Peterson
Vick Phal
Borain R Sambath
Carol M Saucedo
Jason L Wallace
Bret E Welling
Laura Zuniga

Key:
* = Veteran 
^ = Phi Theta Kappa  
       Honor Society



8  |   C ommencement  2021   •    Bates  Technica l  C ol lege    •    #BTCGrad2021



  B a t e s Te c h . e d u   |  9  

Associated Student 
Government (ASG) Scholarship 
Ayla Mitchell 
Matthew Morgan 
Leslie Moses 
Sarah Muhang’ia 
Brian Mutai 
Dachevelle O’Cain 
Tobin Patrick 
Aimee Poeppeleier 
Jaiden Rice-Rogers 
Christopher Sanchez 
Andrea Shepherd 
Jaclyn Turpening 
Crystal Vermillion 
Ashley Wilson 
Anthony Zak 

Barbara Higham Memorial 
Scholarship 
Tobin Patrick 

Bates Trustees Endowed 
Scholarship 
Leslie Moses 

Biella Foundation Community 
& Technical College 
Scholarship 
Luna Azzouni 
Melissa Baquirin 
Mystique Chandler 
Trevor Cook 
Tobias Herrarte 
Jamal Hill 
Rahma Kahelo 
Sheena Morley 
Leslie Moses 
Caige Poonkasem 
Trey Rainwater 
Jessica Rivera-Komonce 
Ciri Ryan 
Andrea Shephard 
Crystal Vermillion 
Jamie Whitman 

BIPOC Scholarship 
Donte Davis 

Boiler Symposium Endowed 
Scholarship 
Kevin Twichel 

Coit & Leona Everson Memorial 
Scholarship 
Matthew King 

All-Washington Academic  
Team Scholarship 
Breanna Rohde 
Ian Karnas 

Allender Family Scholarship 
Madeline Bastion 
Christina Bowers 
Donte Davis 
Jenae McCabe 

Altrusa Club of Tacoma Allied 
Health Scholarship 
Daleisha Denson 
Vazna Ghobadi Ghadi Kolai 

Angela Abney Memorial 
Scholarship 
Tobias Herrarte 

Arcora/Washington Dental 
Service Foundation 
Scholarship 
Naomi Goforth 
Janifer Anne Grace 
Alex Mora 
Payten Peterson 
Moselle Tirado 

ASG Child Care Scholarship 
Sarah Monta 

Associated Student 
Government (ASG) Scholarship 
Erica An 
Hannah Arroyo 
Sarah Barton 
Cole Bender 
Jessica Bowser 
Kiah Chestang 
Charles Freeburg 
Alan Garcia 
Kyleigh Green 
Megan Hamilton 
Zachary Hartman 
Benjamin Heck 
Tobias Herrarte 
Isabel Irahta 
John Janssen 
Hermann Mawrison Kenfack 
Dongwoun 
Lilly Le 
Zach Leighton 
Daniel Lutsyuk 
Cherie Lynd 
Jenae McCabe 

S C H O L A R S H I P  R E C I P I E N T S

RealNetworks Women in STEM 
Scholarship 
Laura Velazquez 

Robert and Deloris Grunwald 
Memorial Endowed 
Scholarship 
Rey Ocampo-Salgado 

Rottler Manufacturing 
Scholarship 
Alan Garcia 
Daniel Otrokh 
Schatz/Quasim Endowed 
Scholarship 
Mario Anzaldo 
Trevor Cook 
Benjamin Hill 
Leo Whiting 

Veterans Scholarship 
In Memory of Brownie 
Braunsteiner 
Julia Freeman 

Whistle Workwear Scholarship 
Faiza Abdi 
John Janssen 
Jadan Livingston 
Aaron Peterson 
Phiron Sem 

William P. Mohler Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship 
Eric Ellsworth 

Zach Stewart Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship 
Dierre Marshall-Pernell  

Culinary Arts Promotion 
Association Scholarship 
Sarah Monta 
Ron Patterson 
Calvin Williams 

Dale Comer Memorial 
Scholarship 
Eric Ellsworth 

Dayton E. Finnegan 
Scholarship 
Joshua Vargas 
Crystal Vermillion 

Gene Haas Scholarship 
Benjamin Heck 
Breanna Rohde 
Phiron Sem 
Whitney Waits 

Henry T. Schatz Endowed 
Scholarship 
Melissa Baquirin 
Trevor Cook 
Anthony Douglas 
Joshua Eckard 
John Janssen 
Francisco Medero-Rosas 
Javier Rodriguez 
Samuel Ruiz-Lopez 
Joshua Salausa 
Zac Wise 

IAM-751 McGinnis Family 
Endowed Scholarship 
John Janssen 

Isbel Trejo Women in STEM 
Memorial Scholarship 
Laura Velazquez 

Jim Mullen Endowed Memorial 
Barbering Scholarship 
Sebastian Williamson 

Malayna Gale Burns Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship 
Jacob David 
Cooper Lyons 
Wyatt Stevens 
Jacob Tomyn 

Marketing & Business 
Management Scholarship 
Alyssa Butenschoen 
Christopher Thompson 



Our Mission
Bates  Technica l  C ol lege  enr iches  our  diverse  communit ies  by  inspir ing student  learning, 

cha l lenging greater  achievement ,  and educat ing for  employment .
BatesTech.edu

Graduate names received after publishing deadlines may not appear in this program. Inclusion in this program does not guarantee completion.

Congratulations,  graduates! 
Stay  connected.  Sign up for  our  a lumni  l i s t  to  receive  col lege  news and updates ! 

BatesTech.edu/Alumni

BAT E S T ECH N ICA L COL L EGE  
2021  COM M ENCE M EN T CEROMON Y

Bates Technical College reaffirms its policy of equal opportunity and does not discriminate on the basis of race, ethnicity, color, national origin, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, marital status, disability, or status as a disabled veteran or 
Vietnam era veteran in its programs and activities in accordance with college policy, and applicable federal and state statutes and regulations. Bates publications are available in alternate formats upon request by contacting the disability support services office at 
253.680.7010. Inquiries regarding Bates’ non-discriminatory policies, including Title IX and ADA, should be directed to: for student matters, the Dean of Student Services Jane Birkholz at 253.680.7102, jbirkholz@batestech.edu, Downtown Campus A211. For employee 
matters, the Director of Human Resources Cindy Higginbottom at 253.680.7180, chigginbottom@batestech.edu, Downtown Campus A326.


